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Bargoons
Submit to waaw(@shaw.ca to have them
included in the next monthly BGB Newsletter.

2007 BGB EXECUTIVE MEMBERSHIP

President: Rick Wortman
464-6722 rickride@telus.net
Vice President: Harold Beaton
467-2821 hgbeaton@hotmail.com
Registrar: David Leeb

481-5831 theleebs@telus.net
Treasurer: Lauretta Laaning
986-0303 llaaning@telus.net
Secretary: Bob Brown

986-0392 landb@telusplanet.net
Road Captain: Brian Hanasyk
469-7161 bhanasyk@aol.com
News Rider: William Wosar
450-0586 waaw(@shaw.ca.
Webmistress: Melanie Wortman
464-6722 wortman(@telus.net

ON-GOING REMINDERS

BGB Newsletter Submissions
Please submit anything and often to
waaw(@shaw.ca

BGB Motorcycle Inventory
Please submit any additions, updates, deletions,
etc. to David Leeb @ theleebs@telus.net on the
number of, make, brand and model of bikes
ridden or owned by you this year.

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2007 / 2008
% (8 S

Club Meetings 7:30 PM, Rosie’s Bar and Grill, 99t
St and 63™ Ave, 2nd Wednesday of the month and
Saturday mornings at the Airways Inn.

January

09 Club Meeting

11-13  Edmonton Motorcycle Show 2008
12 Year End Banquet, Agricom (@ Northlands
February

14 Club Meeting

March

13 Club Meeting

BLACK GOLD BEEMERS
www.blackgoldbeemers.ca
BMW MOA Charter # 141
BMW RA Charter # 260
P.O.Box 11714
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3K8
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JOKES
Visiting Grandma

The family wheeled Grandma out on the lawn,
in her wheelchair, where the activities for her
100th birthday were taking place. Grandma
couldn't speak very well, but she would write
notes when she needed to communicate. After a
short time out on the lawn, Grandma started
leaning off to the right, so an orderly grabbed
her, straightened her up, and stuffed pillows on
her right. A short time later, she started leaning
off to her left, so again the orderly straightened
her and stuffed pillows on her left. Soon

she started leaning forward, so the orderly again
grabbed her, and then tied a pillowcase around
her waist to hold her up. A nephew who arrived
late came up to Grandma and said,

"Hi, Grandma, you're looking good! How are
they treating you?"

Grandma took out her little notepad and slowly
wrote a note to the nephew....

"Bastards won't let me fart."

She replied "6".

The judge then said, "I will give you 6 days in
jail."

Before the judge could actually pronounce the
punishment, the woman's husband spoke up and
asked the judge if he could say something.

The Judge said, "What is it?"

The husband said, "She also stole a can of peas".

Shop Lifter

A woman, 80 year olds, was arrested for
shoplifting.

When she went before the judge he asked her,
"What did you steal?"

She replied: "A can of peaches".

The judge asked her why she had stolen them
and she replied that she was hungry.

The judge then asked her how many peaches
were in the can.

Top Ten Reasons Why Gold Wing Riders
Don't Wave Back

1. Couldn't find the "auto wave back"
button on the dashboard.

2. Was simultaneously adjusting the air
suspension, seat height, programmable
CD player, saddle temperature and
satellite navigation system.

3. Was distracted by odd shaped blip on
radar screen.

4. Was in a three-way conference call with
stockbroker and accessories dealer.

5. Was actually asleep when other rider
waved.

6. The espresso machine just finished.

7. Reflection from etched windshield
momentarily blinded him.

8. Has arthritis and the past 400 miles have
made it difficult to raise arm.

9. Afraid might get frostbite if hand is
removed from heated grip.

10. Wasn't sure whether other rider was
waving or making an obscene gesture.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS BIKERS POEM

"Twas the night before Christmas,

And not until Spring

Would a motor be running, not even a Wing.
The bikes are all sleeping, they're covered and
warm,

Batteries are tended, nylon covers their form.
My Bros were all nestled down snug in their
beds,

While visions of new chrome danced in their
heads.

And I in my do-rag, bike jacket and boots
Out shoveling snow, and dreaming of scoots.

Then from the horizon there came such a clatter
My shovel I dropped, what could be the matter?
Away up the hill, I slogged through the snow
Looked up at the sky; where'd all that noise go?
Then a throb from the heavens, like straight
pipes so hearty

Gave Summers' good thoughts, a loud bikers'
party.

When, what to my wondering eyes should
appear

But a Hog Ultra Classic, Red trailer in rear!
With a little old rider, so lively and quick,

I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.

More rapid than a V-Rod his Ultra came on,
And he whistled, and shouted, and sang out this
song;

"Now, Springer! Now, Dyna! On Ultra and
Softail!

Now Vulcan! Now Indian! On Vict'ry and
Triumph!

To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
Now RIDE away! RIDE away! RIDE away all!'
As small bikes that from the semis do fly,
When they meet with the air blast, mount to the
sky,

So up to the house-top that Ultra it flew

With a trailer of goodies, and ole' St. Nick too
And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The rumble and thunder of pipes that gave proof.

I ran in the house, boots thumping around,

And in came St. Nick all bearded and round
Dressed all in black leather, from do-rag to boot
His chaps were all tarnished with road grime and
soot;

A T-bag of goodies he'd flung on his back

And he looked like a peddler just opening his
pack

His shades -- how they twinkled! his do-rag how
Merry!

With chains intertwined, through Apes that were
cherry!

His droll little mouth, bug covered teeth all
aglow,

Made the beard of his chin appear even more
white as the snow.

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
The smoke smelled of exhaust; it assured my
belief.

He had a broad face and a large fat root beer
belly

That shook when he laughed like a bowlful of
jelly

He was tattooed and plump, a right jolly old
rider,

So I offered a cold brew, thought what could be
righter?

A wink of his eye as he downed that cold root
beer,

Gave me to know I had nothing to fear

He spoke not a word, but went straight to my
ride

And fixed it with Chrome, Horsepower and
Pride

And giving the peace sign with bikers' good
cheer

Strode off to his Ultra rumbling near

He sprang on the saddle, his gloves on the bars
A wheelie he threw; then off towards the stars
I heard him exclaim, as my chest swelled with
pride

'Merry CHRISTMAS TO

ALL, AND TO ALL A GOOD RIDE
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TOURS AND RIDES *7$6 &% +
( % "=" % &% S
# 3 4 5 2
Fred Rau Adventure Tours http://www.aerostichtours.com/3-island-japan-
tour-2008

Fred Rau [fred@fredrau.com]
www.fredrau.net

Aerostitch Tours

59 & #1 $" 40 %
http://www.aerostichtours.com/south-africa-
2008

) +
+ 7%
&

$ 9
$" & # -

http://www.aerostichtours.com/peru-tour-2008
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NOTE: Also Alaska, Canada, and South
America

Dragon Bike Tour
C $ % 8

April to October

Xian, Lanzhou / Dunhuang,Urumgqi

7 - 35 days, 10 -14 days recommended
Total distance 1200-8000 Kms, Daily rides
200 - 500 Kms

Terracotta Soldiers

HANDLEBAR RELOCATOR

C "9 $5 +
Fred Rau [fred@fredrau.com]
www.fredrau.net

Tour Performance Handlebar Relocator for
Honda ST1300 & Yamaha FJR1300

Long known for their innovative handlebar
relocator assemblies for dozens of different
models of sportbikes, Heli Modified has now
created a single-piece, billet relocator for the
Honda ST1300 sport-tourer, as well as for the
popular Yamaha FJR1300.

Sold under their "Tour Performance" label, the
relocator for the ST was first introduced in 2003,
but has undergone some improvements and
minor revisions for the newer models. CNC-
machined from a single piece of billet, the
relocator makes the ST's bars one inch taller and
moves them two inches to the rear. The "new
and improved" version is slightly thinner than
the original, includes an access hole for
mounting a GPS or radar detector, and has
rubber dampers installed to reduce rotational
flex created by the increased leverage.

The end result is an improved wrist angle and a
more upright seating position, placing less
weight on your hands and wrists when riding. 1
rode my new ST for one month with the stock
setup, then installed the relocator and rode for
another month-about 2,000 miles for each setup.
On the plus side, I could definitely ride longer,
with less fatigue, with the relocator in place. I no
longer had to stop and massage my wrists every
100 miles or so. On the downside, you sit up
straighter, and so incur more wind blast than
with the normal bar arrangement. Also, the
comfort factor comes with a slight trade-off in
precise steering feel when riding on
"challenging" roads. Not that it makes the bike
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handle badly-not by any means-but you lose a
bit of the razor-sharp steering feel in extreme
maneuvers, due to the increased length of your
steering leverage. For myself, the trade-off is
more than worth the slight difference.

Professional riders seem to agree, as the two
police departments currently trying out
"experimental" ST1300 police bikes each tried
the Tour Performance relocators on a couple of
their bikes, and shortly thereafter, at the
unanimous request of their mounted officers,
converted all their STs to the Heli system.

Tour Performance handlebar relocators for the
Honda ST1300 sell for $164.95, recently
reduced from $219.95, and units for the Yamaha
FIR1300 sell for $89.95. Both come with a one-
year warranty, and a 30-day money-back
guarantee if you just don't like them for any
reason (less a 10% restocking fee).

I installed the unit myself in about 40 minutes,
then removed it, put everything back to normal,
and took it to a professional mechanic. Though
he had never seen one before, after a quick
glance at the simple instructions, he reinstalled
the relocator in slightly less than 12 minutes.
Cables and hydraulic lines still reach easily
without any binding or stretching, and a plus I
hadn't counted on was that the bars no longer
trap my hands against the fuel tank on full-lock
steering.

As far as I'm concerned, kudos to the guys at
Heli Modified for another winner. I don't plan
on ever again riding my ST without the
relocator.

--Fred Rau

Tour Performance by Heli Modified
4 Cornish Business Park

Cornish, ME 04020
(800) 859-4642
quality@helibars.com
www.helibars.com

LISBON — DAKAR RALLY

This will come as a shock to long time dedicated
followers of the Paris — Dakar Rally, this year
the Lisbon — Dakar Rally.

BGB member, Brian Hanasyk, a devotee of the
event has made an effort in recent years to
inform members of the date of the start of the
rally and which television station might be
carrying the broadcast of daily results.

Unfortunately this years event was cancelled a
day ahead of its scheduled start on 2008 January
05. Following is an article outlining the rationale
behind this decision.

C 95 $ + "

Rally cancellation highlights lawlessness of
Sahara

Sun 6 Jan 2008, 13:22 GMT

By Alistair Thomson

DAKAR (Reuters) - The Dakar Rally's 11th-
hour cancellation dramatically highlighted the
growing lawlessness of the vast Sahara, a hotbed
for armed groups ranging from al Qaeda to
Tuareg rebels and drug gangs running cocaine to
Europe.

For 30 years the 6,000-km (3,750-mile) race has
snaked its way through West Africa to the
Senegalese capital, often bypassing danger spots
as one or other country en route has become
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unsafe due to violence or tourists being taken
hostage.

The race has becoming synonymous with
sporting risk as dozens of competitors have died
in some of the world's toughest terrain but for
the first time in its history, just a day ahead of
the scheduled start on Saturday, organisers
called off this year's competition due to security
threats.

Sources close to French intelligence services
said there had been a specific al Qaeda threat
against the Rally, which draws some 500
competitors and thousands of racing enthusiasts
from all around the world.

Al Qaeda in the Maghreb, the group's North
African unit, issued a statement on several
Islamist Web sites on December 29 branding the
race neo-colonialist and accusing Mauritania of
collaborating with "crusaders, apostates and
infidels", echoing previous calls to arms.

After suspected al Qaeda militants shot dead
four French tourists as they enjoyed a Christmas
Eve picnic by a roadside in southern Mauritania,
and days later killed three army soldiers further
north, race organisers had to take threats
seriously.

"Al Qaeda in the Maghreb has been instructed
by Osama bin Laden and deputy Ayman al-
Zawabhri to step up attacks in the region," said
Mohamed Darif, an expert in radical Islamist
groups operating in the Maghreb.

Al Qaeda's global second-in-command called in
September for Muslims to "cleanse" the
Maghreb "of the children of France and Spain",
and the attacks in Mauritania fuelled fears the
group may try to extend the sphere of its
operations southwards.

"We are the weak link in the chain compared to
other Maghreb countries who have put lots of
resources into fighting al Qaeda," said a
Mauritanian sociologist who declined to be
named.

FUNDING

Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb sprang from
the former Salafist Group for Preaching and
Combat (GSPC) Islamist group based in
Algeria, where it has carried out bloody suicide
bombings targeting security, government and
western interests.

Some note the Mauritania attacks differ from al
Qaeda actions elsewhere, reflecting the branch's
guerrilla origins as well as local conditions and
pressures.

"The killings of French tourists could also
indicate that al Qaeda needed to kill them for
their money to fund more operations in
Mauritania and elsewhere in the region," he said.

To counter the growing threat, Washington has
been channelling military and development aid
into countries on the southern side of the Sahara,
running high-profile joint training operations
and promoting education.
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During last September's Operation Flintlock, a
joint exercise between U.S. forces and the
armies of several Sahel countries, a U.S. plane
was hit by gunfire while resupplying Malian
troops fighting Tuareg rebels on the Algerian
border. The incident demonstrated the
complexities of combating Islamic militants in a
region where they are just one of a number of
armed groups roaming the thinly policed Sahara.

Most analysts agree the light-skinned Tuaregs
opposing government authority in northern Mali
and neighbouring uranium-mining Niger have
few close links to Islamist militants, but their
presence adds to general insecurity.

"HAZE OF DUST"

Because of their lack of political identity, the
criminal groups trafficking Colombian cocaine
and Moroccan hashish across the Sahara are
more difficult to pin down.

Many observers believe that armed groups
operating around the remote borders of the
Sahara are at the very least profiting from the
established smuggling channels, which often
follow ancient trading routes across the huge
desert.

A 2005 paper by Harvard experts found crime,
especially smuggling vehicles, cigarettes, drugs
and arms, was a key form of funding for
Algeria's then-GSPC.

Yet the lack of hard facts is a constant
impediment to governments' efforts to tackle
militancy and crime in the area.

" Almost nothing is known with any certainty, all
is shrouded in a haze of dust," lamented analysts
Baz Lecocq and Paul Schrijver in a paper on
Saharan militancy published in the Journal of
Contemporary African Studies early last year.

BoB AND LAURETTA

Bob Brown and Lauretta Lanning, our BGB
Secretary and Treasurer respectively have spent
the better part of the Christmas holidays
enjoying the open road in the southwestern
states. We were hoping to be inspired by some
of their stories at the windup banquet on January
12" but they have been called away as
Lauretta’s father has passed away — our thoughts
go with them.

However, here are a few quips from some of
their e-mail over the last few weeks as they
enjoyed Christmas in much milder conditions
than most Edmontonians.

/% $$ 7 9 < $"
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RENE CORMIER UPDATE $ "9 "8 ¢ §
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A couple of years ago a BGB meeting was F !
graced by Rene Cormier who was kind enough
to take the time to do a slideshow about his Rene Cormier can be reached at
travels in South America. $H S < 8
888 $ <and he says his
He has since continued to travel the world — his $ $ $,888
family was present at the Edmonton bike last
year selling calendars to raise on-going funds for Take the time this weekend to stop by his
his on-going trip around the world. Following is family’s booth at the 2008 Edmonton
an excerpt from his latest e-mail: Motorcycle Show at the Northlands Agricom to
say hello and extend our best wishes for a safe
$ $ " 9 $7% 8 return.
* 5 % $ $ % 89
# 9 8% $
9 < $ ATTITUDE
8 B "% " $ ' ( t 9t $
G $°3% )
8<$ $ $ % $3$8% Among my varied endeavors these days, my
"8 favorite is leading organized motorcycle tours of

my beloved Mojave Desert, following parts of
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old Route 66. And since the majority of my
clients are Easterners, who have never seen a
desert before in their lives, for months in
advance, I send out e-mails with all kinds of
advice about what to expect, how to dress, how
to pack, etc. ("All hotels either have a hairdryer
in the room, or will loan you one. Tell your wife
she really doesn't need to pack one on the
bike!") But I think perhaps the most important
advice I give is this: "Of all the things you want
to remember to bring along on a motorcycle
tour, the most essential of all is a good attitude."

After about 35 years of touring all over the
planet, I firmly believe that a bad attitude can
ruin the best of trips, and a good attitude can
make even a ride fraught with adversity an
adventure to be remembered and treasured.
Perhaps even more crucial, when dealing with
groups of riders, is that one person on the tour
with a really bad attitude has the power to spoil
the ride for everyone around them. I've seen it
happen, and it is an ugly sight.

My personal favorite story of the power of a
positive attitude takes place in a high Alpine
pass. My good friend Marc and I had been riding
since about 6:00 that morning, pretty much just
"going wherever the wind blew us." But as the
afternoon got later, we started trying to figure
out how to find our way to the hotel where we
were supposed to meet up with our tour group
that night. Before long, it became evident we
had taken a wrong turn somewhere. As we
reached the summit of what was, I believe, our
fourth or fifth mountain pass that day, the sky
turned dark and a freezing rain began falling.
Most Alpine roads are very narrow to begin
with, and this particular one was barely a single
car width across, but eventually I spotted a
narrow gravel shoulder and pulled over. As
Marc pulled up behind me, I motioned him
alongside and flipped up my faceshield. "Hey,
Marc. Any idea where this road goes?" He

flipped up his own shield and stared at me for a
moment before replying, "Nope. Not a clue."

"Well then," I said, "any chance you happen to
know what country we're in?"

Again he hesitated before replying, "Now that
you mention it, no, I'm not quite sure. At that
last border crossing we entered Switzerland, but
on these back roads we've been riding, I suppose
we could have crossed into Austria sometime
this afternoon. Maybe even Italy."

"Then I don't suppose you know what direction
our hotel is in?"

"No, but let me ask you a question."
"Shoot."
"Wasn't that a great road we just came up?"

"Fantastic," I replied. "In fact, the whole day's
ride has been incredible. Indescribable."

"Well then," he said, a smile creeping across his
face, "does any of the rest really matter?"

I thought about it for a second. We were lost in a
foreign country, high in the mountains. It was
getting dark, and the rain was turning to snow. |
was wet, and cold, but in fact, was having the
ride of my life. So I said, "Now that you mention
it, old friend ... no, it really doesn't matter!"

"Well then," said my favorite riding buddy,
"what are we sitting here for? Let's ride!"

As it turned out, we found a familiar name on a
road sign about 30 clicks later, and within an
hour, had actually found our way to the correct
hotel, to the surprise of us both. Another hour
and a hot shower later, we were settled back in
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overstuffed chairs in an 18"-century gasthaus,
quaffing steins of the local brew and munching
on delicious little smoked sausages. The perfect
end to a perfect day.

But as we sat there reflecting on how beautiful
life can be, several other motorcyclists arrived,
in small groups and singles. All, like Marc and I,
revealed giant smiles as they pulled off their
helmets outside the window of the gasthaus,
even though they were obviously soaking wet
and shivering. All, that is, except for one couple.
The scowl on the woman's face wouldn't become
visible until she pulled off her helmet, but even
before that we could see trouble brewing by the
way she jumped off the back of the bike, tore off
her soggy gloves, and threw them violently on
the ground. We couldn't hear anything through
the window, but the husband's cringing body
language as he backed away from her spoke
volumes.

In a few minutes she came inside, leaving her
partner to unpack the bike, scowled at everyone
in the room, and planted herself in a far corner,
evidently so as not to be infected with our
laughter and revelry, as the rest of us shared
stories of being lost, cold and wet in the Alps.
Quite frankly, I believe it angered her even more
to see that we were making light of the very
conditions that had "ruined" her vacation.

Later, I met and spoke with another couple who
had been traveling with the sourpuss and her
spouse, and they told of how she had found
something to complain about every day of their
journey, making not only herself miserable, but
her husband and friends as well. This other
couple was already making plans to get up
"extra early" the next morning, and leaving a
message for their friends that they had to leave
for some made-up reason. The way they saw it,
it was their only hope of salvaging some
pleasure from their vacation. They felt sorry for

the husband, but weren't about to continue
having their good time ruined by his wife.

Attitude. Trust me. It is the single, most essential
thing to remember to take along on your next
ride, be it a day trip in the country, or a month
crisscrossing Europe.

Don't leave home without it.

AT LEAST HE HAD A HELMET
© 5 538

"Witnesses say the cyclist was going faster than
100 miles per hour when he crashed into the
back of a semi truck between 81st and 91st
Street at about one o'clock Tuesday morning.

Investigators say evidence shows the cyclist was
going about 120 miles per hour at the time of the
impact. It took the truck driver more than a
quarter of a mile to come to a stop. When he did,
he stepped out of his rig and found the
motorcyclist dead at the back of the truck.
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"The truck driver was not hurt," says Captain

Matt Kirkland. "He said that the impact was so VIRGINIA INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY
strong that he thought he was hit from behind by *18 - $

another truck."

Getting the knee / elbow down...

Officers said there was no indication that drugs
or alcohol played a factor in the
accident."

I am looking forward to Dwight’s expose article
on his trip to the most recent Isle of Mann TT —
where we can probably expect more of the same
action.
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RIDER SAFETY CAMPAIGN
Submitted by Rick Wortman’s Father

7 9 " $
I %$ $ $8% 91

4. MOTORCYCLE DEATHS DRIVE DOT
PLAN; EDUCATING RIDERS IS BIG
PART OF SAFETY CAMPAIGN. Larry
Copeland. USA Today. 2007/11/02. Page A3.
On November 2 the Department of
Transportation (DOT) will announce a broad
program aimed at reducing motorcycle

fatalities. The death rate associated with
motorcycles has doubled over the last decade, as
the vehicles become increasingly popular among

MORE ON THE DRAGON BIKE TOUR baby boomers. The DOT’s program sets a

www.dragonbiketour.com national training standard for beginning riders
and includes additional training for police

This is little ad action tidbit forwarded from the officers who enforce traffic laws.

tour company in hope we might post it...try the Transportation Secretary Mary Peters says that

‘Youtube’ link — kinda’ fun... motorcycle fatalities are the greatest challenge to
highway safety in the U.S. and that biking

http://hk.youtube.com/watch?v=c9Uohyqu-70 deaths continue to rise while other vehicle

fatalities are declining. Although only 2.5
percent of all registered vehicles are
motorcycles, 11.3 percent of traffic deaths occur
among bikers. Since 1997 the percentage of
motorcycle fatalities among bikers 50 years of
age or older has risen from 14 percent to 24
percent. The DOT reports that in 2005 the
motorcycle fatality rate was 73 per 100,000
registered motorcycles, compared with 13.7 per
100,000 registered passenger vehicles.

From the Insurance Bureau of Canada

DMOTORIDER
18 /% $

Daren LaBranche has moved on to Argentina in
the last few months and advised me that some of
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his experiences would be of some interest to the
membership.

He has submitted some amazing quips and
photos of his time in Argentina where eclevation
varies from Peninsula Valdes at -40 m (-151 ft)
to Cerro Aconcagua at 6,959 m (22,833 ft).

From Bariloche I rode north along the beautiful
7 lakes road to the small cities of San Martin and
Junin where I met a couple of other overlanders
(Chuck from Seattle, USA and Peter & Carol
from Revelstoke, Canada). We were all slowly
working our way toward the Dec. 7th Horizons

Unlimited meeting in Viedma on the Atlantic
coast.

On my way east across Argentina to Neuquen I
was nearly hit by a flock of parrots flying around
the highway, something I expected to see in
some jungle rather than in the middle of a desert
plain. Ironically, while looking for tires at a
couple of moto shops in Neuquen

I bumped into my friends Nick and Lesley Poole
from England - who I'd met and bought a set of
tires from in Medellin, Colombia! They are on a
multi-year, world tour and after over a year on
the road still have an admirable desire for travel,
adventure and each other. It was great spending
the next few days with them swapping road
stories on the way to the HU meeting.

The HU meeting was held in a campground near
the ocean and had a turnout of around 25 bikes.
The Canadians had a good showing at around 6
people (2-Edmonton, 2-Red Deer, 2-
Revelstoke), but I think the Germans out-
numbered everyone.
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There was a young Swiss couple on a new
BMW GSA1200 that was so heavily loaded
(complete with 2 paragliders) it had everyone
gawking.

A solo German woman in a heavily outfitted
Land Rover traveling with her dog also caught a
lot of attention. One evening a Globebusters tour
group of 6 BMW GS riders pulled into camp.
They were doing a 4-1/2-month tour of the
Americas (Anchorage to Buenos Aires) and had
some very interesting stories.

After over 14-months of traveling along the
Pacific Ocean, this was my first visit to the
Atlantic.

Unfortunately, the weather was cool and windy
though, so I didn't spend any time sun tanning. I
visited the largest parrot colony in the world
nesting in the ocean-front cliffs and a even saw
hundreds of sea lions parked on the rocky beach.

) $ ' $ 8 1$
$ ) H $ KS$
8 $ ;IIII888 n
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Dear Rider,
Our 2008 schedule is now up at:
http://www.superbikeschool.com/schedule/

You can register on line or by calling us
at 800-530-3350.

Happy Riding!
Natalie - Director of Registration

2007 BMWMOA RALLY WISCONSIN

Bob Brown and Lauretta Lanning were fortunate
to attend the 2007 BMWMOA Rally held in
Wisconsin this past summer. Here are some
photos of the trip...

Guard Dog
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Vintage Appreciation

Various Sidecars
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ABOUT. COM: MOTORCYCLES
(C "y

http://motorcycles.about.com/?once=true&

A couple months ago, I posted a blog

entry about a book suggesting that
motorcycles might cause cancer. While a few of
the comments included the obligatory eye-
rolling dismissals, one astute reader, George
Pedersen, noticed that the author's website
promotes a certain electromagnetic seat shield.

Sure enough, Visordown.com recently posted an
item about how the book's author, Randall Dale
Chipkar, was recently granted a U.K. patent for
an "electromagnetic shielding motorcycle seat.".
Any thoughts on whether Mr. Chipkar is a well-
intentioned, modern motorcycle version of
Ralph Nader, or if he's simply out to make a
buck?

A New World Record for a New Year: 322

Three Days of Itchy Helmet Head feet. 7 1/2 inches
9

Daredevil and freestyle rider Robbie
Maddison broke the world record for a
motorcycle jump on New Year's Eve at the
Rio hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. The
successful 322 foot, 7 1/2 inch leap was
completed on a Honda CR500 in spite of a
10-12 mph headwind, and Maddison
dedicated the jump to the late, great Evel
Knievel.

"It was just such a shame [Knievel] wasn't
here to see the jump as he has always said it
couldn't be done," Maddison later said
alluded to another upcoming jump, "I know
I can go further than tonight. I wasn't going
to show my full hand before March 29."
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EPIC FAILURE

When evaryday, run-of the-mill failure
Just isn't good ancugh
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SIMPLICITY

SIMPLICITY

The simplest solutions are often the cleverest
They are also usually wrong
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